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THE 
ASS RACE: 


Secret Hiſtory of ARCH * 
the King's Fool. 


OT above a Century ago, there li- 
ved one Archy Armſtrong, who was 
a Court-Fool, for Courts are ſeldom 
a * withoutſuch: Tis ſaid, tho' in Ap- 

pearance he was fooliſh, yet, for all that, he 

was a very wiſe Man, and only proſtituted 
his good Senſe and Knowledge to divert the 
great Folks, or to ſerve a Job, which no Body 
elte had the Art of doing ſo well as himſelf, 

'Tis further affirmed, That this wiſe, ſage 

Merry-A ndrew was a Scotſman, and retain- 

cd at firſt from a certain Value which the 

good 


* 
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King who then reigned had for Men 
| of b Merit; bur honeſt Archy finding that to 
be ſuſpected of Wiſdom, was, in thoſe Days, 
a fare Sign of a Malecontent, a/ras a Patri- 
ot, he therefore reſolved to turn Fol with 
the reſt of the Conrtiers, that he might be 
in the Road to Preferment. Accordingly this 
wiſe Man got the Fools Coat on his Back, 
and crack'd many a merry : Jeſt on the oppo- 
ſite Party, which was then ſtanding up for 
Liberty and Property, Archy was diſtin- 
guiſhed for a thouſand Qualifications, which 
ſecured him in his Place at Court; and 'tis 
thought that be valued it fo highly, that, 
Had his very Brother been a Sufferer by the 
Faction that then prevailed, Ach would 
have been caſy, and turn'd all to a Jeſt: He 
was particularly remarkable for a pretended 
Affection to his native Country, when ſhe 
had no Occaſion for his Service, and of being 
her taoft obedient humble Servant when ſhe 
had. The Chronicles of thofe Days tell us 
very wonderful Stories of this Feel; amongſt 
others, That he had a moſt peculiar Alt of 
Turning Things, the moſt ſerious, into Ridi- 
eule; and, by that Means, caught many. 
In ſhort, the King liked him ſo well, that he 
Sid few Things without Archy's Advice, in 
o much, that he could have ſcarce had grea- 
ter Power had he been made Regent of the 


Kingdom It is 8 a very ſurpriſing 
Thing, 
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Thing, how he came into ſuch Eſteem by 
his Folly, when his Wiſdom had procured 
him fo little; but fo it was in that Court, 
that only Fools had Hopes of Pre erment, 
and only ſuch ſueceeded, for it were eaſy to 
give a Liſt of the Men who filled all the 
high Places at that Time, by which it 
would appear, that there were greater Fools 
than A chy, who then were Lord Chancels 
lors, Lord Treaſurers, Admirals, Generals, 


| Ke. But, as 1 laid before, 1o it fell out, 


that Archy was a grand Hypocrite with re- 


| ſpe@ to his Country. In thoſe Days there 


was ſuch a hard Struggle for Liberty, which 
was begun here in Scotland on a religious 


Pretext, and an old Miſe proclaimed the War, 


by throwing aijoint Stoob at the Dean's Head, 


who was reading the new Liturgy in &. 


Giles's. The Nobility tor the moſt joined the 
old Wife's Party, and the Commons roſe to 
defend the Action. Now Archy, who had 


| been the chief Adviſer of that new Impoſt- 


tion on the Clergy, and had got it pinn'd 
down upon them by an Act of Parliament, 


with very ſevere Penalties in caſe of a Refu- 


ſal. The Fool, I ſay, who was the Contri- 
ver of the Miſchief, was forced to reſume 
his Senſes, in order to extricate himſelf from 
the Odium ot fo unpopular and unchriftian 


a Deed; and, after he had thought a little, 


judged it the beſt Way to make a Merit of 


C3 
perſuading the King to let them alone, and 
forbear puniſhing them for not breaking the 
Sabbath. Archy's Partiſans took Care to cry 
this up as a profoundly heroick Teſtimony of 

his Regard for the Peace and Quiet of his 
Country. Private Reports ſay, Lbat, when 
ſome Lav-men were taken up for the 04 
Wife's Riot, they applied to Archy to ſpeak 
a good Word for them, but he was not Fool 
enough to give them Admittance till their 
Frial was over, only that he ſent them a few 
diſcreet Meſſages: by a Town-Clerk, who, 
becauſe he was a notorious Fool, was proper 
(ſo was the Humour of the Times) to be 
employed on an Embaſſy, They ſay fur- 
ther, That this ſame Clerk, becauſe of his 
bright Stupidity, became a Kind of Favou- 
rite, and that, having once ſubjected himſelf 
to the Laſh of the Law for Scandal on ſome 
noble Lords, Arcſiy inteiceded for him, and 
promiſed to give Him up after he had been at 
+3chool, and was qualified to write Senſe on 
any Subjed. This famous Clerk eſcaped by 
the well known Proverb, Dog's Tongue is ng 
Slander, and the Rod far. the Fool's Back 
was ſpar'd. But, to proceed, it is well known 
how contemptible Euglaud was at that Time 
Abroad, and how rent by Faction within ittelk, 
Now, tho' Archy had a Hand in all that E- 
vil, yet we muſt do his Memory the Juſtice, 


to lay it was principally owing to the prime 
Miaiſter' 8 


Miniſter's Conduct, from whom Archy oft re- 
ceived Directions, and acted accordingly. A 
famous Inſtance of the abject Spirit of the 
Court in theſe Times, was the infamous Peace 
which was made with the French and the 
Iriſß Rebels. Theſe Treaties were ſo diſho- 
nourable to the Nation, that the 7 raiſed more 
Clamour and Heat than any, yea all the 
Ads of Oppreſſion which the Court had com- 
mitted. To be ſhott, one would think, by the 
Conduct of theſe Times, that there had heen 
a Diſpute among the Miniſters for the Tool 
Coat, but Hiſtory informs us, that Archy 
ſill wore it with a moſt deſerved Applauſe, = 
The Convention with the Triſh came to he 
canvaſſed both within Doors and without ; 
And now was the Time that Archy diſtin- 
guiſhed himſelf by premeditated Fooliſhneſs: 
Some of his witty Speeches are ſtill extant, 
and will convince Pofterity how well he could 
ſpeak on debateable Points; for it was Ar- 
a7 s Misfortune, after he turn'd Fool, never 
to get'a right Thing to defend. But the 
Engliſh Houſe of Commons were not the 
_ Perſons that were diſobliged at the TL 
Convention; Scotland was very diſcon- 
4 and the Curt well knew none could 
manage that antient Nation ſo well as Ar- 
chy; for Archy had all the Qualifications ne- 
ceſſary to deal with the Scots: Firſt, He 
was their Country-man: But, —_ he 
Was 


n 
was the Court - Fool; that laſt always weighs 
down the Scale in Scotland, as the Court- 
Fools are generally very rich Fools, and are 


Bank, Sc. beſides, Archy knew that, at that 
Time, many of his Country- men were like 
himſelt, wiſe under « Diſguiſe of Folly, and had 


as little Conſcience as could be wiſhed for; 


there were particularly ſome that were riſing 
to Preferment, that is, they were growing, 
or appearing to grow daily more and more 


fooliſh. With all theſe Advantages, he ſer 


out for his native Country, liker a Vice-Roy 
than Arcby the Court-Fool; but, before he 


came down, he took Care to give Notice of 


his Arrival, that all real, or would-be. Aſſes 
might be prepared to receive and attend him; 
and, as an Encouragement to that Kind of 
Cattle, he is ſaid to have inſtituted a Race, 
the Articles and Conditions of which, as 
they arc to be found in a very old Gazctte, 
were as follows : 


1. All Aﬀes or Fools that wiſh well to 


the Jriſb Convention ſhall be admitted to 
run. : ES 
2. All who approve of having foreign 
Troops in Pay ſhall be admitted to run. 
3. All who promote Exciſes and new Tax- 
es {hall be admitted fo run, 


4. All who can ſerve the Court, by pro- 


curing or giving a Votc, may prick their 
and run. 


ſeldom without Money, Draughts on the 


5. All 


. 


: 

J. All who can wks, bully or bog, may 
run. 

6. None that has Conſcience enough to be. 
lie ve common Senſe, or their own Eyes, ſhall 
run. 

7. None that diſapproves of the prime 
Miniſter ſhall run, unleſs he make a Recan- 
tation of his Error, and allow the Aſſes Ears 
to be again fixed npon his Head. 

8. None who drinks Succeſs to the Ex 
gf Arms under a certain Admiral ſhall run, 

9. All Peers, having a Privilege by Birth, 
may run, about fiſty only excluded. 

10. All Commiſſioners of Exciſe, all Sol- 
diers, from Generals to Drummers, may run. 
N. B. It theix Arms be ,ruſty thro' Piſuſe, 
they may take them along, but as few as 
poſſible, leſt they ſhould frighten the other 
2 and diſordet the Race. 

. All Counties who are at the Directi- 
on of any of the forelaid Aſſes may ſend 
their Repreſentatives to run. 

12. The Royal Burrows may alſo run 
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<4 by their Repreſentative, the City of Ein- 

burgh excepted, whoſe Council may have 
3 their Chance of the Race as well as their 
& 


Repreſentative, but certain Societies of that 
City, are entirely excluded. 

13. Young Lawiers who want Buſineſs, 
and as many of the Writers as are qualified, 
W be admitted. 

14. A 


( 
14. A few. of the 1 of Sn may 
likewiſe run. 
N. B. Every Aſs that offers, 2 ft bring 
good 2 of their Breeding, and 
of their Dial fications. They are1s car- 
ry what Birden Archy fall thimk' fit. 
ere are Prizes of different” Values, 
which will be impartially diſtributed 
according tothe Merits of each. © 
Thetc Artictes | find were very punQual- 
Jvc mplieg With, and great Swarms from all 
Corers of the Nation came fo run for the 
Prizes; but theſe were moſtly Soldiers and 
82 Excil'-men; a few Peers came, but ſome of 
them thought ſuch Shame of the Aſſe's Ears, 
' that they became Converts to common Senſe, 
and fo could not run by the Articles; others 
were excluded for not being Als enough; 
and many withdrew aſter they had ſurveye 
_ their goodly Company of Brethren, 
However, fo it was, that a great Number 
of Aſſes actually preſented themſelves, and 
having been book'd and entred, were care 
_ tutly kept up till the Time of their r e 
Iv appearing on the Stage; their Food w 
"diſtributed moſtly by Archy himſelt, in Pre 
portion as he thought fiteſt. Some were fe 
with Promiſes, others with little better, 
f being a K ind of Syllabub not very ſtrengt 
ning; many indeed were extremely well look 


ed alter but ſuch were Alles of DiſtiaQ 
Ol 


full blown Bladder. 
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on; to theſe he allowed very liberally, and 
cram'd them with good ſolid Meat. 
The Prizes to be run for were publickly 


exhibited at leaſt a Twelve-month before 


the Race, and, * other curious Toys, 
there were: 1 


1ſt, His Majeſty's Plate, being apwinds 


of 100 Guineas Value. 


24, A Purſe of Guineas to be run for, 
and only won by the Aﬀes who have. leaſt 


Conſcience. 


34, A large Sheet of Imperial Paper, « on 


_ which were written many myltick Charac- 
| ters, of wiich a few were only legible, as 4 


Place jor Liſe, a Peiſion, 4 Poſt for a 
briend, a 3 on to a Brother, &c. 
41h, A Huge large Bladder, which, to 
the Eye, appeared full of ſomething very ex- 
traordinary, but was, in Reality, nothing 


but Wind. 


5th, A Smile from the prime Miniſter, 
It was obſerved, That Archy perſuaded 
his goodly Train to have a peculiar Eye to 


the Bladder, for that Wind from him was 


of as great Value as Gold from another; but - 
tis remarked that few had Faith, Aſſes as 


they were, to truſt him; he was therefore 


obliged to add many other Prizes and Purſes, 
tho' ſome run with mighty Eagerneſs for the 
Now, as Hiſtory tells 
us, all cheſe Prizes 1 were e only what now a- 

Days 
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7 Days 8 we call Bribes, an] that the Race was 


for he Elections. However, the Battle is 
not to the ſtrong, nor the Race to the Swift; 


. for*tis certain, that, notwithſtanding all Ar. 


chys Plots and Troop. of Aſſes, he had no 
Succeſs, for at that Time. the Nation had 


noble Sentitnents of Honour and Liberty; 
and being .headed by ſome of the greateſt 
Men in Kotland, as Argyle, and many o- 
_ thers, they bravely rejected Atchy's Prope- 
fals, and both he and his Aﬀes were treated 
with the utmoſt Contempt by all Lovers of 
their Country. It is to be obſerved, that 
the Hiſtory I have batrated above, happened 
betwixt the 1634\and-1641 ; but if all the 
Particulars be Fact I cannot "Jerermine;. ha- 
ving only an antient Manuſcript to warrant 
1 and the Tradition of the Times. 
But now, to conclude, it may not be im- 
proper 4 ive an Account of what beſel Ar- 
cy after his unſueceſsſul Expedition to Scot- 
land, which was ſhortly this, he returned to 
Court, and having, on a certain Time, only 
jeered the prime Miniſter, then Archbiſhop 
| Laud, it was fo highly *refepted, and Areby 
Was ſo little eſteemed, that an Order of 
© Council was made, and poor Archy had. his 
' Fool's Coat ſtrip: over fis Head, and was 
© difgraced ; what became of him alter I cannot 
| fay, only it is probable he then refum'd his 
len and liv'd honeſt all the reſt of his Lief 
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